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Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


A1 – Henry VIII: Authority, Nation and Religion, 1509–40


Sources for use with Question 1 (a)


SOURCE 1


(From Polydore Vergil, History of England, published 1555.  He is referring to the year 1513.)


Just as King Henry had raised an Army and was about to leave for France, he 
learned from his money-men that the inhabitants of Yorkshire and County Durham 
were refusing to pay the newly-imposed head-tax, because they always hated that 
form of tax more than anything else.  The Privy Council chose to spare them the 
tax, because they did not want the King to be called harsh when he was striving 
to maintain his subjects’ loyalty.  More importantly, they were suspicious of the 
intentions of James, King of the Scots, and feared that unless this rising was quickly 
dealt with, it would give him the hope of undertaking something against King 
Henry in his absence.


1


5


SOURCE 2


(From a letter written on 16 September 1513 by Catherine of Aragon to King Henry VIII while he was 
in France.  She was informing him of the defeat of the Scottish army at Flodden.)


My Lord Howard has sent me a letter, by which you shall see at length the great 
victory that our Lord has sent your subjects in your absence.  To my thinking, this 
battle has been the greatest blessing that could be to you and all your realm, more 
than if you should win all the crown of France.  I send you a king’s coat for your 
banners, and My Lord Howard asks what you wish in the burying of the King of 
Scots’ body.


10


15


SOURCE 3


(From an address made by Thomas Cromwell to parliament in 1523.  At this time Wolsey was trying to 
persuade parliament to grant taxes for war in France.)


Who that intends France to win, with Scotland let him begin.
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b) (i)


SOURCE 4


(From an account of Wolsey’s life, written by his servant, George Cavendish, after Wolsey’s death in 
1530.  Cavendish had remained loyal after Wolsey’s disgrace.)


Whatsoever any man thought of him when he lived or since his death, this much I 
can say – that in my judgement I never saw this kingdom in better order, quietness 
and obedience than it was in the time of his authority and rule, nor justice better 
administered.20


SOURCE 5


(From complaints made by the Privy Council at the time of Wolsey’s fall, recorded in the 1530 state 
papers)


Since it pleased our Sovereign to make my Lord Cardinal his chief and only counsel, 
we have seen how harshly he has treated the King’s subjects, especially the nobles 
if they fell in danger of the law.  He has made heavy demands and insupportable 
charges, through his wars and his triumphs, and gathered all offices to himself.  He 
has spent the yearly revenue of £100,000 in our first wars with France, £1,300,000 
in the last and £40,000 gathered from the common people.  Yet his friends still tell 
the King that all is well.


25


SOURCE 6


(From David Loades, Henry VIII: Church, Court and Conflict, published 2007)


Wolsey increased royal authority in significant ways.   He was not directly responsible 
for the downfall of the arrogant Duke of Buckingham, but he did manipulate the 
case, realising that the duke was a symbol of the old order of aristocratic power.  To 
increase royal authority in the North and in Wales, he promoted Mary and Henry 
Fitzroy in 1525, re-establishing the regional Councils through their households.  
His desire to raise the profile of royal justice led to the major development of the 
Star Chamber, and the less obvious but equally significant growth of the Court 
of Requests.  Wolsey did not fall from power because of any mishandling of the 
government of the country.


30


35
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b) (ii)


SOURCE 7


(From William Tyndale, The Obedience of a Christian Man, published 1528.  Tyndale is referring to his 
English translation of the New Testament, which was printed in Germany in 1526–27 and was being 
smuggled into England in large numbers.)


SOURCE 8


(From David Rogerson et al., The Early Tudors, published 2001)


The break with Rome was predominantly a political process, but anti-clericalism 
made it possible.  Henry was influenced by reformers such as Tyndale, whose 
Obedience of a Christian Man he declared to be ‘a book for all Kings to read’.  More 
immediately, it was the ranks of the reformers that provided him with the men and 
the measures to give reality to his claims.


45


SOURCE 9


(From J. J. Scarisbrick, Henry VIII, published 1968)


In 1532 Henry made one last effort to appeal to Rome on the subject of an 
annulment, but he was already deeply committed to carrying out an ecclesiastical 
revolution.  By the end of 1530 Henry already knew what he wanted, in broad 
terms.  From talk in 1530 about the ‘prerogatives of the realm’ to the proclamation 
in 1533 that ‘this realm of England is an Empire’ was not a large step.  But whether it 
was one that Henry would have taken if he had obtained a divorce in 1529 is much 
more debatable.


50


55


You can see how the Scripture ought to be in the mother tongue, and that the 
arguments against it are false tricks to make you follow them [the Catholic clergy] 
blindly.  They say a layman burdened with worldly matters cannot understand it, 
but no layman is so tangled with worldly matters as our bishops.  At least if the 
priests had the Word of God in the mother tongue they could understand it, for 
most of them have no Latin, except to sing and say and recite with the lips what 
their hearts do not understand.


40
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Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


A2 – Crown, Parliament and Authority in England, 1588–1629


Sources for use with Question 2 (a)


SOURCE 10


(From a report of a House of Commons debate in 1593 about the granting of subsidies)


Mr Francis Bacon agreed to three subsidies, but feared that they would breed 
discontent and thereby endanger Her Majesty’s safety.  He said that her safety 
lies in the love of the people rather than in their wealth.  Sir Thomas Heneage, her 
Majesty’s Vicechamberlain, said that a people sound in religion and faithful to the 
State would never love their Queen so little as to be discontented, given the needs 
of the time.


1


5


SOURCE 11


(From instructions sent by the Privy Council to the Lord Lieutenant of Oxfordshire, 1596)


There are certain ill-disposed persons in the county of Oxfordshire whose purpose 
is to gather together in some numbers under the pretence to pull down enclosures. 
To execute their further malicious purposes, they intend to seize the armour and 
horses of Sir Henry Lee.  For the speedy preventing of such attempts, we have 
thought it good to instruct you to call together some Justices of the Peace to keep 
order and to apprehend the ringleaders, and to send the principal ones up to us.


10


SOURCE 12


(From the so-called ‘Golden Speech’ with which Elizabeth defused the crisis over monopolies in 1601. 
She had already promised to revoke a number of monopolies and restrict future grants.)


Mr Speaker, you give me thanks, but I do not doubt that I have greater cause to give 
you thanks than you me.  For, had I not been informed by you, I might have fallen 
into error, only for lack of true information.  I do assure you that there is no prince 
that loves his subjects better, or values their love higher.


15
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b) (i)


SOURCE 13


(From A. Anderson, Stuart Britain,1603-1714, published 1999)


In the first few years of his reign, James’s relations with parliament were difficult. 
He had been a successful Scottish monarch, but many Englishmen were deeply 
anti-Scottish.  His desire for a ‘perfect’ union of the two kingdoms, and his claims 
regarding the divine right of kings, offended a parliament that was conscious of its 
privileges and aware that parliament in Scotland lacked the same status.  Equally 
serious, James significantly over-estimated the wealth of his new kingdom.  He was 
consistently over-generous towards his friends and favourites, many of whom were 
Scottish. In religious matters his background was an advantage, but he failed to 
understand the depths of anti-Catholic, and especially anti-Spanish, prejudice that 
existed among his new subjects.  As a result, his foreign policy was a disaster.


20


25


SOURCE 14


(From B. Coward and C. Durston, The English Revolution, published 1997)


In contrast to his handling of parliaments and finance, James’s religious policies 
were sensible.  Contrary to what was once thought, the Hampton Court Conference 
was not a confrontation between Puritans and Bishops, but a ‘round table 
conference’ representing many views, with James acting as arbitrator.  A number 
of moderate reforms were agreed.  In 1611 George Abbott became Archbishop of 
Canterbury.  He was representative of mainstream thinking in the Church, an ideal 
partner to James in overseeing a Church that could accommodate a fairly wide 
range of Protestant views.


30


SOURCE 15


(From a speech by Sir George More, during a Commons debate on foreign policy in 1621)


Religion is martyred in Bohemia and we sit yet in peace.  Our King’s children are 
dispossessed.  Their enemies are the Duke of Bavaria, Spain, and the Emperor and 
yet the King treats with Spain.  Does not this blemish us?  It grieves me that we do 
nothing at this time.


35
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b) (ii)


SOURCE 16


(From a letter written by James Howell, a professional writer of newsletters, later appointed secretary 
to the Privy Council.  He is describing Charles I’s entry into London on 27 March, just after the death 
of James I.)


The weather was suitable to the condition in which he finds the kingdom, which 
is cloudy.  For he is left engaged in a war with a powerful prince, the people made 
by a long peace unready for bearing arms, the Fleet-Royal in poor repair, himself 
without a queen, his sister without a country, the Crown pitifully laden with debt 
and the purse of the State unfilled.


40


SOURCE 17


(From Pauline Gregg, Charles I, published 1981)


Charles was well aware that he had succeeded to the throne at no easy time, but 
the situation was largely of his own making.  Foreign policy since his return from 
Spain had been his, rather than his father’s.  His father’s last parliament had been 
nicknamed ‘The Prince’s Parliament’.  His father’s advisers had consulted him and 
his father’s favourite was his favourite.  At twenty-four, Charles was confident, 
optimistic, physically strong and not overwhelmed with grief.


45


SOURCE 18


(From R. Ellis, Was There a Mid-seventeenth-century-English Revolution? published 1992)


Charles’s first parliament met in 1625 and immediately refused to vote tunnage 
and poundage to the King for more than one year.  This refusal of a tax that had 
been voted automatically to every monarch for the previous 200 years not only 
infuriated and humiliated Charles, but also placed him in an intolerable financial 
position.  He was faced with having to make unpalatable concessions, such as 
removing Buckingham and reducing Arminian influence within the Church, or 
attempting to collect taxes without parliamentary consent.  Few monarchs would 
easily accept such constraints, but for Charles it was unthinkable.  In choosing to 
collect taxes without parliamentary consent, Charles gave his later parliaments, in 
1626 and 1628, further reasons to complain about his actions.


50


55


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement 
at the first opportunity.
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6HI02/A – Early Modern British History: Crown and Authority

Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

A1 – Henry VIII: Authority, Nation and Religion, 1509–40

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.  

Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).  There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 1

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do Sources 1, 2 and 3 suggest that Scotland was, and remained, a threat to 
Henry VIII’s ambitions in France?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 1, 2 and 3.
(20)

EITHER

*(b) (i) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that, in his years as Lord Chancellor, Wolsey 
strengthened Henry VIII’s control of his kingdom?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

*(b) (ii) Use Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the Reformation of the 1530s was caused 
mainly by Henry’s desire for an annulment of his marriage to Catherine of 
Aragon?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 1 = 60 marks)



3

*H36339A0320* Turn over

6HI02/A – Early Modern British History: Crown and Authority

Choose EITHER A1 (Question 1) OR A2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

A2 – Crown, Parliament and Authority in England, 1588–1629

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.  

Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).  There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 2

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 10, 11 and 12.

 How far do Sources 10, 11 and 12 suggest that economic problems posed a serious 
threat to stability in the last decade of Elizabeth’s reign?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 10, 11 and 12.
(20)

EITHER

*(b) (i) Use Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that James I’s greatest weakness as King of England 
was his failure to understand the attitudes and fears of his English subjects?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

*(b) (ii) Use Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view expressed in Source 17, line 45 that the problems 
faced by Charles I in the years 1625–28 were ‘largely of his own making’?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 2 = 60 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box .  If you change 

your mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

  Question 1 Question 2
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