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Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


D1 – Britain and Ireland, 1867–1922


Sources for use with Question 1 (a)


SOURCE 1
(From Michael Davitt, The Fall of Feudalism in Ireland, published 1904)


Almost my first remembered experience of my own life was our eviction in 1852 
when I was about five years of age.  That eviction and the sufferings of the famine 
years, and the threat of prosecution against my father for his involvement in some 
agrarian secret society was my political food, seasoned with a mother’s tears.  Our 
first action with the Land League in Mayo in 1879 was to denounce the high rents  
on an estate owned by a Catholic clergyman, but of course, the Dublin press did 
not print that.


1


5


SOURCE 2
(From the Report of the Belfast Riot Commissioners, published 1887)


Belfast is a great and prosperous manufacturing town.  The poorer classes live 
mainly in separate districts, each inhabited by persons of one particular faith, with 
their boundaries sharply defined.  The great number of working people who dwell 
in these districts are peaceable and industrious.  Unfortunately a hostile spirit has 
grown up between them so that on three previous occasions within the last thirty 
years the town was the scene of disturbances.  In the recent case this was worsened 
by the unfortunate sympathy shown by certain well-to-do Protestants towards the 
proceedings of the Shankhill rioters, and their bitter hostility to the police.


10


15


SOURCE 3
(From Douglas Hyde, The Revival of Irish Literature, published 1894.  Hyde was one of the founders of 
the Gaelic League.)


Our Gaelic past creates an identity that prevents us from becoming citizens of the 
Empire.  Only in two places have we failed to maintain this identity.  In the north 
east of Ulster, where the Gaelic race was expelled and the land planted with aliens, 
and in the ownership of land, eight-ninths of which belongs to people who live, or 
have always lived, abroad.20







3


Turn over  
H35564A


Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(i)


SOURCE 4
(From a letter written by Disraeli to Queen Victoria in 1880, shortly after his election defeat and 
resignation as Prime Minister)


I want to see a public man come forward and say what the Irish question is.  One 
says it is a physical question; another, a spiritual one.  Now it is the absence of the 
aristocracy, then the absence of railroads.  It is the Pope one day, potatoes the 
next.


SOURCE 5
(From A. Wood,  Nineteenth Century Britain, published 1960)


1885 brought one of the most momentous political decisions of the century 
– Gladstone was converted to Home Rule.  His understanding of Irish problems had 
grown through preparing two Land Acts and the exercise of coercion.  Now the 
sudden end of the policy of coercion by the Salisbury government convinced him 
that English government in Ireland could never be consistent while it rested on the 
whims of Westminster.  ‘The fault of the administrative system of Ireland’ he told 
parliament in 1886, ‘is that its spring and source of action is English and not Irish’. 
Unfortunately this insight was not widely accepted.


25


30


SOURCE 6
(From R. Ensor, England 1870–1914, published 1963)


Until 1886 neither English politicians nor Parnell saw ‘Ulster’ as an issue.  The struggle 
over Home Rule in that year, combined with the propaganda of some English 
Unionists (notably Lord Randolph Churchill) made the north-eastern Protestant 
community much more aware of itself as a separate entity.  Fresh life returned to 
old traditions of warfare and faction feud, maturing into mutual hatred by 1913. 
But it took weak leadership and English party politics to destroy the possibility of a 
solution.  Asquith refused to challenge his Nationalist allies, who could hardly have 
turned him out of office to let the Unionists in, while Bonar Law simply surrendered 
his party to the die-hards.


35


40
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Sources for use with Question 1 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 7
(From A. C. Hepburn, The Conflict of Nationality in Modern Ireland, published 1980)


The failure of the Home Rulers to match northern threats of armed resistance in 
1914 gave the more extreme nationalists their first opportunity.  With an issue and 
a military force at their disposal, the progress of these fanatics towards rebellion 
and blood-sacrifice was rapid and deliberate.  A variety of factors enabled them to 
carry the great mass of Irish people with them, the most important of which was 
probably opposition to wartime military conscription.


45


SOURCE 8
(From W. N. Medlicott, Contemporary England, published 1967)


The fundamental English objection to Irish independence was strategic.  Ireland 
had been used as a hostile base in the past, even the recent past.  Lloyd George 
was willing to talk to anyone, including Sinn Fein, but the limits of concession were 
firm: separate treatment for the six counties, no secession, nothing that would 
damage the security of the United Kingdom.  The British government’s assumption 
was that an established state had the right to defend itself against a minority who 
threatened it.  That included controlling Ireland’s armed forces, described by Lloyd 
George as ‘dangerous weapons’ with which ‘we had better not trust them’.


50


55


SOURCE 9
(From an editorial in the journal of the Irish Volunteers, published 31 January 1919.  This was ten 
days after the first meeting of the revolutionary Dail and the rejection of its request for separate 
representation at the Versailles Peace Conference.)


Dail Eireann declares a ‘state of war’ to exist between Ireland and England, which 
can never be ended until the English military invader evacuates our country.  
Every Volunteer is entitled, as a member of the National Army, to use all legitimate 
methods of warfare against the soldiers and policemen of the English usurper and 
to slay them if necessary to overcome their resistance.60







5


Turn over  
H35564A


BLANK PAGE







6
H35564A


Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.


D2 – Britain and the Nationalist Challenge in India, 1900–47


Sources for use with Question 2 (a)


SOURCE 10
(The view of Olaf Caroe, an Indian Civil Service officer who knew both Mohammed Ali Jinnah and 
Jawaharlal Nehru well.  He was speaking many years later (1974), looking back at his experience in 
India in 1946–47.)


There was a marked contrast between Jinnah and Nehru.  Both were arrogant, but 
Nehru’s arrogance was shot through with charm, which Jinnah’s certainly wasn’t.  
He was very arrogant and very immovable, and he is certainly not one of my 
heroes.  It was said at the Viceregal Lodge that Jinnah was always five minutes late, 
whereas Mahatma Gandhi was always five minutes early.


1


5


SOURCE 11
(Remarks made by Nehru as President of the Congress Party at a press conference in Bombay on
10 July 1946.  He is referring to the Party’s apparent acceptance of the Cabinet Mission’s proposal for 
a federated India of Hindu, Muslim and Sikh provinces.)


Congress has agreed only to participate in the Constituent Assembly, in which we 
expect to hold a majority.  Congress regards itself as free to change or modify the 
Cabinet Mission’s plan, as it thinks best.


SOURCE 12
(A statement made by Jinnah in August 1946, calling for ‘Direct Action’ from Muslims against the 
Cabinet Mission’s proposals, after meetings of the Muslim League held in response to Nehru’s 
remarks)


Never have we, in the whole history of the League, done anything except by 
constitutional methods and by constitutionalism.  But now we bid goodbye to 
constitutional methods.  We have exhausted all reason.  There is no tribunal to 
which we can go.  The only tribunal is the Muslim nation.


10
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(i)


SOURCE 13
(Comments made in 1974 by Philip Mason, an officer in the Indian Civil Service, who went to India in 
1922.  They were published in 1975.)


I went to India clearly thinking that we were going to lead India on the way to self-
government.  Although one sometimes lost sight of this in the rough and tumble 
of running a district, I don’t think I ever really doubted it.15


SOURCE 14
(From Henry Pelling, Modern Britain, published 1960)


The Montagu-Chelmsford Report recommended a system of ‘dyarchy’ in which 
government was shared between officials and elected representatives, mostly 
Indian.  In 1929 the Simon Commission recommended responsible government for 
the Indian provinces and MacDonald sought to implement this recommendation 
through ‘round table conferences’ with Indian representatives in London.  He kept 
to this objective, and with Baldwin’s support passed the Government of India Act 
(1935), which was carried against strong right-wing opposition led by Churchill. 
India, though not yet independent, thus made a large stride in the direction of 
autonomy.


20


SOURCE 15
(From Charles Allen, Plain Tales from the Raj, published 1975.  Lady Birdwood, the wife of a British Army 
Officer, lived in India 1931–45.)


As far as Indian independence was concerned, a certain escapism affected those 
outside government.  As Lady Birdwood put it, “If we thought about Gandhi at 
all, it was that he was slightly absurd”.  The tendency to ignore the issue of India’s 
future had an impact.  Indians never really believed that Britain had any intention 
of handing over power.  They were convinced right up to the end that the British 
would find some trick to avoid handing over power, and that was the reason for 
Indian non-cooperation.  There was a lack of trust.  They may have been right – in 
1939 the Viceroy pledged India to support the British and took more than 300 
million Indians to war without asking a single one of them.


25


30
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Sources for use with Question 2 (b)(ii)


SOURCE 16
(From Niall Ferguson, Empire, published 2003)


India was the strategic core of the British Empire, and the source of immense 
wealth.  On the other side of the balance sheet there were huge British investments 
in Indian infrastructure, irrigation and industry.  By 1914 the British had invested 
£400 million in India, around a fifth of their entire investment overseas.  It was a lot 
to lose, and as Lord Curzon pointed out, the abandonment of India would threaten 
the entire strategic network of trade and naval bases that underpinned the British 
Empire across the globe.


35


40


SOURCE 17
(Comments made in 1974 by H. T. Wickham, who had joined the Indian Police in 1904.  They were 
published in 1975.)


Despite the legends that persisted, we knew that the prospect of making easy 
money in Calcutta and Bombay was no longer a realistic one.  The days of quick 
fortunes had gone, with the importation of Victorian standards of duty and 
incorruptibility.  Yet the established trading houses could still offer adventure and 
prospects to the right sort of public schoolboy, who could take on responsibility, 
and to the romantics inspired by the writer, Rudyard Kipling.


45


SOURCE 18
(From W. O. Simpson, Changing Horizons, published 1986)


By 1945, forces making for change had developed both within and outside the 
Empire.  Within, there was a widening gap between Britain’s resources and the cost 
of sustaining an effective imperial presence.  The costs of the Second World War, 
and the liquidation of many overseas assets to pay for it, imposed a heavy burden 
on the British economy.  Britain also faced hostility to imperialism from both the 
Soviet Union and the United States, and economic dependence on the Atlantic 
alliance made this difficult to ignore.  In addition, however, popular imperial 
sentiment was much weaker by the end of the Second World War.  In 1945 the 
British voters rejected Churchillian imperialism in favour of extending rights in the 
Empire and social care at home.


50


55


Every effort has been made to contact the copyright holders where possible.  In some cases, every effort to contact 
copyright holders has been unsuccessful and Edexcel will be happy to rectify any omissions of acknowledgement 
at the first opportunity.
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6HI02/D – The British Empire Challenged

Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

D1 – Britain and Ireland, 1867–1922

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.
Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).  There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 1

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 1, 2 and 3.

 How far do Sources 1, 2 and 3 support the view that, in the later nineteenth century, 
unrest in Ireland was caused mainly by economic issues?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 1, 2 and 3.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that, in the years before the First World War, the main 
reason why English politicians were unable to settle the Irish question was their 
failure to understand it?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 4, 5 and 6 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that the main cause of the Anglo-Irish conflict of 
1919–21 was nationalist extremism?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 7, 8 and 9 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 1 = 60 marks)
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6HI02/D – The British Empire Challenged

Choose EITHER D1 (Question 1) OR D2 (Question 2) for which you have been prepared.

D2 – Britain and the Nationalist Challenge in India, 1900–47

Study the relevant sources in the Sources Insert.
Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).  There is a choice of questions in part (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.
You should start the answer to part (b) (i) OR (b) (ii) on page 9.

Question 2

Answer part (a) and then answer EITHER part (b) (i) OR part (b) (ii).

(a) Study Sources 10, 11 and 12.

 How far do Sources 10, 11 and 12 suggest that the main responsibility for the failure 
of the Cabinet Mission of 1946 lay with Mohammed Ali Jinnah and the Muslim 
League?

 Explain your answer, using the evidence of Sources 10, 11 and 12.
(20)

EITHER

(b) (i) Use Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that, in the years 1919–39, the British worked 
consistently to create a peaceful, self-governing India?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 13, 14 and 15 and your own knowledge.
(40)

OR

(b) (ii) Use Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.

  Do you agree with the view that, in the years 1900–47, British attitudes towards 
Indian independence were dictated mainly by Britain’s economic needs?

  Explain your answer, using Sources 16, 17 and 18 and your own knowledge.
(40)

(Total for Question 2 = 60 marks)
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking the box .  If you change your mind, 
put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number:

  Question 1 Question 2
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