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SECTION A

Answer ONE question.

1* Assess the reasons for the decline of the Sassanian Empire. [30]

2* ‘Abd al-Malik’s greatest achievements were his administrative and government reforms.” How far
do you agree? [30]
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SECTION B

3 Read the interpretation and then answer the question that follows:

‘In the first decades of their conquests [up to ¢.640] the Arabs gained quite as much by treaty as
by the sword.’

From: Peter Brown, The World of Late Antiquity, 1971

Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation, making reference to other
interpretations that you have studied. [20]

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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