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Section A

Answer one question.

1*  How far was the Russia of 1696 a backward country? [30]

2* ‘Opposition to the rulers of Russia between 1645 and 1741 was ineffective.’ To what extent do you 
agree? [30]
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Section B

3  Read the interpretation and then answer the question that follows: 

 ‘Of all Peter’s economic achievements, the growth of industry was the greatest. It opened up a 
new chapter in the economic history of the country.’

 L Hughes, Russia in the Age of Peter the Great, 2000

 Evaluate the strengths and limitations of this interpretation about the development of the Russian 
economy under Peter the Great, making references to other interpretations that you have studied. 
 [20]
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